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Australian Youth Orchestra acknowledges We pay our respects to Elders, past and

the Traditional Custodians of the many lands  present, and celebrate the diversity of First

on which we gather. Nation’s peoples. We recognise and respect
their enduring connection to Country.
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About the

Music in Me Summit

There is something remarkable
that happens when people make
music together.

A room full of educators may arrive carrying
different experiences, different levels of
confidence, and different reasons for being there.

Yet when they begin to sing, move, play, create
and listen together, learning becomes something
shared rather than delivered. The joy of
music-making reminds us that music education
is not simply about acquiring skills; it is about
building confidence, belonging, curiosity and
human connection.

That spirit sat at the heart of the Music in Me
Summit 2026. Guided by the theme Many Voices.
One Classroom., the Summit brought together
teachers, artists, researchers and education
leaders from across Australia to explore what
quality music education can look like in diverse
and contemporary learning environments.
Throughout the day, delegates experienced a
rich tapestry of ideas, perspectives and
practices, united by a common belief that every
child deserves access to meaningful musical
experiences.

What makes this gathering distinctive is the
generosity of the people who contribute to it. Our
presenters did far more than share knowledge.
They brought their artistry, lived experience,
scholarship and passion into the room, creating
learning experiences that were practical,
inspiring and deeply authentic. Whether through
performance, storytelling, research, cultural
knowledge or classroom practice, they reminded
us that the most powerful professional learning
comes from those who continue to create,

perform, teach and investigate music in the
world around them.

| would also like to acknowledge the
extraordinary Australian Youth Orchestra team
whose dedication, care and professionalism
shaped every aspect of the Summit. Events such
as this are built through countless unseen acts of
preparation, collaboration and creativity. Their
commitment ensured that delegates felt
welcomed, supported and inspired throughout
the day.

Teachers travelled from metropolitan, regional
and remote communities to learn together,
exchange ideas and reconnect with the purpose
that brought them to music education in the first
place. In doing so, they demonstrated something
we know to be true: when educators are given
opportunities to learn and make music together,
the benefits extend far beyond the event itself
and into classrooms, schools and communities
across the country.

Thank you to every presenter, partner, delegate
and supporter who contributed to the Music in
Me Summit 2026. Your expertise, generosity and
belief in the value of music education continue to
strengthen this growing national community.

Bernie Heard
Director, Music in Me Program
Australian Youth Orchestra
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Summitinn

Delegates identify as...

26 18

Specialist music teachers Generalist primary teachers

25 29

ertiary students Music education industry
study in the field of education)

Delegates work at...

69 81

overnment schools Non-government schools

2067

total attendees

20

Other (including universities,
conservatoriums, arts
organisations etc)

Delegates travelled from...

62 19

etropolitan Regional

8 13

Remote/outer regional/ Interstate
ow ICSEA

31

Presenters/organisatio
& Trade tables

Photo: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)



All In sessions

Shared musical experiences that united
delegates through performance, conversation
and collective music-making.

Big Sing!

Sydney Children's Choir
Lachlan Massey, Junior Performing Choir

In Conversation with Simone Young

Sydney Symphony Orchestra,
Chief Conductor
With Genevieve Lang

MUSIC IN ME SUMMIT 2026

ABC Classic Music Class

Hosted by Genevieve Lang
With Dr Anita Collins, Dr Sue Lane,
Carla Trott, AYO wind quintet

The Bigger Sing!

Led by Rachel Scott, Olivia Coe Fox,
Neenan Simpson

AYO MusicinMe
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Elective sessions

Practical, hands-on workshops exploring

diverse approaches to music education and

classroom practice.

Choir-Aerobics
Sydney Children's Choir
Lachlan Massey, Junior Performing Choir

Acehenese dance and body percussion
Suara Indonesia Dance
Alfira O'Sullivan, Murtala

Supporting every mind
The Autism Hub
Bronte Arns

Creative ideas in K-6 classrooms
Orff Schulwerk NSW
Dr Sue Lane

Storytelling through music
Musica Viva Australia In Schools
Melanie McLoughlin

Engaging Ngarra Burria

Australian Music Centre

Joanna Drimatis, Meeghan Oliver, Adam
Manning, Nicole Smede

The flexible brain
Bigger Better Brains
Dr Anita Collins

Musical games for your classroom!
Rachel Scott

The real triple threat
Sydney Youth Orchestras
James Pensini, Alina Belshaw

Making music count
Kodaly NSw
Carla Trott

Creating harmony
Dr Rachael Jacobs

Sing sing sing!
Bronwyn Cleworth

Neuroscience of Music Education
Orff Schulwerk NSW
Dr Robyn Staveley

Joe Twist's Flying Orchestra
Sydney Symphony Orchestra
Daniella Garnero, Sonia de Freitas

Drum circles: Learn to lead
Optimum Percussion
Allan Watson

Panel: Cultural diversity in Music Education
Facilitated by Dr Rachael Jacobs

Alfira O'Sullivan, Murtala, Adam Manning,
Rachel Scott

Uke can do it!
The Arts Unit
Jacqui Shaw
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Big Sing!

Sydney Children's Choir
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Lachlan Massey, Junior Performing Choir

The summit began on a joyful
and uplifting note with the
annual Big Sing, led by Lachlan
Massey and members of the
Sydney Children's Choir.

“This was extremely upliftin
What a beautiful start to the
Lachlan's warm up songs a
enthusiasm were fabulous,
mention the children's
engagement and talent.”

Through a series of dynamic warm-ups, songs and
participatory activities, delegates experienced
firsthand the power of collective singing to
energise, connect and inspire.

Lachlan's charismatic leadership and expert
facilitation created an atmosphere of enthusiasm
and inclusion, while also modelling practical
strategies that educators could immediately take
back to their own choirs and classrooms.

The session perfectly set the tone for a day centred
on shared learning, creativity and community.
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ABC Classic Music Class

Live broadcast recording
Hosted by Genevieve Lang

Guests

Carla Trott Kodaly NSW

Dr Sue Lane Orff Schulwerk NSW

Dr Anita Collins Bigger Better Brains

Delegates were given a unique
opportunity to participate in a
live recording of ABC Classic's
Music Class with host Genevieve
Lang and a panel of special
guests.

“Presenters, performers and
Genevieve created an amazing

program with much audience
participation. Can't wait to hear
this broadcast.”

AYO wind quintet

Laura Dickie Flute

Jeffrey Lu Oboe

Angus Hall Clarinet

Sam Battock Bassoon
Sarah Bernard French Horn

Featuring live performances from Australian Youth
Orchestra musicians and discussions with leading
music educators and researchers, the session
explored how children can engage deeply with
quality repertoire through approaches informed by
Kodaly and Orff pedagogies.

The format combined performance, conversation
and practical demonstration, offering an engaging
showcase of the value and impact of music
education while highlighting innovative ways
educators can connect students with classical
music.

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)
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In Conversation with
Simone Young

Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Chief Conductor
With Genevieve Lang

Reflecting on her musical journey, Simone shared
insights into the experiences and opportunities that
shaped her remarkable career.

One of Australia's most
celebrated conductors, Simone
Young, joined ABC Classic
presenter Genevieve Lang for an
inspiring conversation about
music, leadership and lifelong
learning.

Genevieve's thoughtful questioning revealed the
profound influence that teachers and early musical
experiences can have on a young person's future.

Delegates were inspired by Simone's reflections and
reminded of the significant role educators play in
nurturing curiosity, confidence and creativity in
students.

“A treat. Young's lived
rience reinforced the
nce of the role of the

teacher in providing
ortunities for musical
nent for all students.”
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The Bigger Sing!
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Led by Rachel Scott, Olivia Coe Fox, Neenan Simpson

The summit concluded with a
moving celebration of collective
music-making, as Rachel Scott,
Olivia Coe Fox and special guest
Neenan Simpson led delegates in
song, Auslan and language
learning.

Participants experienced the powerful sense of
connection that emerges when people sing
together, while also engaging with First Nations
language and inclusive communication practices.
Accompanied by live didgeridoo, the session
created a memorable and emotional conclusion to
the day, honouring the summit's theme of Many
Voices. One Classroom.

Delegates left feeling inspired, connected and
energised to continue their own musical journeys
with students.

he BEST session EVER.
ind totally doable for all
our students. Loved the
ters and what a way to
finish a brilliant day!”

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)
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Elective sessions

Choir-aerobics

Sydney Children's Choir

Lachlan Massey, Junior Performing
Choir

A practical session demonstrating how
purposeful warm-ups and movement can
strengthen pitch, rhythm, diction and ensemble
skills, offering adaptable rehearsal strategies
that foster vocal development, student
engagement, and joyful music-making.

Learn Acehnese dance and

movement
Suara Indonesia Dance
Alfira O'Sullivan, Murtala

An energetic and culturally rich workshop
introducing delegates to Acehnese dance and
body percussion traditions. Through practical
participation and live demonstration, attendees
experienced the intricate relationship between
rhythm, movement and cultural expression.

“Professional learning is
not always as perfectly
pitched as this day was. |
am thrilled to feel that
there were lessons for
me in every session |
attended that | can utilise
immediately.”

Supporting every mind
The Autism Hub
Bronte Arns

Bronte shared practical, evidence-informed
strategies using music, visual supports and
predictable routines to foster inclusion,
engagement and communication, providing
adaptable tools that benefit neurodivergent
learners and whole classrooms.
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Creative ideas in K-6

classrooms
orff Schulwerk NSW
Dr Sue Lane

Using the Orff Schulwerk approach,
participants explored movement, speech,
singing and instrumental music-making,
discovering how simple ideas can grow into
rich, creative learning experiences with
immediate classroom application.

Storytelling through

music
Musica Viva Australia In Schools
Melanie McLoughlin

A practical session demonstrating how
purposeful warm-ups and movement can
strengthen pitch, rhythm, diction and ensemble
skills, offering adaptable rehearsal strategies
that foster vocal development, student
engagement, and joyful music-making.
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“| feel reinvigorated by
the thought that we can
make, and may well
make a difference to a
child through our work..
and to remember that
daily and with all of our
interactions with
children.”

Making music count
Kodaly NSW
Carla Trott

Using the Kodaly approach, participants
explored how sequential music learning
supports literacy and numeracy development,
gaining practical strategies to strengthen
musical understanding while advocating for
music’s broader educational value.

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri), AYO staff
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Elective sessions

Creating harmony: culturally
diverse approaches to Music

Education
Dr Rachael Jacobs

Through music, dance and collaborative
learning, participants explored intercultural
understanding and belonging, gaining practical
strategies for creating inclusive music
programs that celebrate and authentically
engage with cultural diversity.

“What an inspiring
educator, creating an
inclusive awareness of
the potential for music to
be a unifying device in
our multicultural schools
through dance.”

Neuroscience of Music

Education
orff Schulwerk NSW
Dr Robyn Staveley

Sing sing sing!
Bronwyn Cleworth

Exploring an extensive collection of songs,
games and movement activities, participants
experienced practical strategies that build
musical skills. Bronwyn demonstrated how
singing can be seamlessly integrated into
everyday classroom practice.

Robyn immersed delegates in an active learning
experience that modelled how musical
engagement supports creativity, memory,
attention and social connection. the balance of
scholarship and classroom relevance
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Engaging Ngarra Burria in

the classroom

Australian Music Centre

Joanna Drimatis, Meeghan Oliver, Adam
Manning, Nicole Smede

Australian Music Centre introduced delegates
to Ngarra Burria: First Peoples Composers,
exploring opportunities to engage with
contemporary First Nations music and
composers in meaningful classroom contexts.

The flexible brain

Bigger Better Brains
Dr Anita Collins

Delegates were invited to explore the profound
role music can play in developing the cognitive
and social capacities young people need to
thrive in an increasingly complex world. The
session reinforced music's unique ability to help
learners navigate uncertainty with curiosity,
adaptability and confidence
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“Thank you for
including so much
material from
indigenous presenters
and artists... all
education and culture
must start from
acknowledging
Australia’s first nations
peoples.”

The real triple threat
Sydney Youth Orchestras
James Pensini, Alina Belshaw

Working directly with student musicians in the
session, the presenters modelled rehearsal
techniques that scaffolded learning.
Demonstrating how musical understanding can
deepened when students are encouraged to
move fluidly between singing, performing and
creative exploration.

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri), AYO staff
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Elective sessions

Musical games for your

classroom!
Rachel Scott

Participants explored how meaningful music

learning can happen with minimal resources,

with practical strategies modelled in the
session that promoted rhythm, listening,
collaboration and participation through play.

Joe Twist's Flying

Orchestra
Sydney Symphony Orchestra
Daniella Garnero, Sonia de Freitas

Combining storytelling, listening, literacy and
music-making, the session illustrated how
students can engage deeply with orchestral
music through imaginative and accessible
classroom activities.

“Wow, wow, wow! FUN,
hilarious, and all excellent
games | will incorporate
into my lessons.”

Drum circles: Learn

to lead

Optimum Percussion
Allan Watson

An introduction for delegates to the inclusive
and community-building power of drum circles,
demonstrating practical strategies for leading
rhythm experiences that engage every learner.
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Panel: Cultural diversity in

Music Education

Facilitated by Dr Rachael Jacobs

Alfira O'Sullivan, Murtala, Adam Manning,
Rachel Scott

This thought-provoking panel navigated the
conversation exploring personal experiences,
practical considerations and the importance of
creating spaces where diverse musical
traditions are valued and represented.

Uke can do it!
The Arts Unit
Jacqui Shaw

Through hands-on learning, delegates
developed foundational skills while exploring
teaching strategies, repertoire and resources
that support successful classroom
implementation.
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“Music and all of the
creative arts are so
important to all
students but particularly
those who may not feel
successful in other
areas of their school
experience.
Understanding others
can start with sharing
and learning about their
music, dance, drama
and art.”

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri), AYO staff



20

Trade tables

The Music in Me Summit
experience extended beyond
the workshop rooms, with
delegates connecting with a
range of organisations,
resources and services
supporting music education
across Australia.

Thank you to our trade table partners for
sharing their expertise and resources with
delegates throughout the day, helping
teachers discover new ideas, tools and
partnerships to enrich music learning in
their schools.

a Music

Zerner

usica Viva Australia In Schools
ene Shoesmith, Brendan McRae
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ABC Education
Justine Oh, Fatima
Olumee, Luke Tribe

garning For Good
Oomas Vandermall

Imum Percussion
, Carolyn Watson

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)
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Pop up performances

Music filled every corner of
the summit, with joyful
moments of performance
and connection creating a
vibrant atmosphere
throughout the day.

Special thanks to Mateo and Amaya, and the
Sydney Youth Orchestras ensemble for sharing
their musical talents, reminding delegates of the
joy, artistry and inspiration that live music brings
to every learning community.

Mateo and Amaya

Sydney Youth Orchestras performers

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)



22 MUSIC IN ME SUMMIT 2026 AYOMusicinMe AYOMusicinMe MUSIC IN ME SUMMIT 2026

Creative Australia Music in Me major partners

Music in Me acknowledges the support of Creative
Australia, the Australian Government’s principal AYO Music in Me is
arts investment and advisory body, in supporting . supported by the
the delivery of the Music in Me Summit 2026. Australian Government Australian Government

Presenting partner: Summit partners
Australian Chamber Orchestra

We extend our sincere thanks to the Australian
Chamber Orchestra for hosting the Music in Me
Summit 2026 at ACO on the Pier.

q yrr vA¢ ( \
Their support and world-class venue provided an ;Eigxl?lll\l:l’lE-IYONY"V ‘(‘.“’)’ O
inspiring setting for a day of music-making, (ORCHESTRA. QERSMW Education GONDWANA
learning and connection.

Lyn Williams am Artistic Diractor

Bigger
Better \ I\ \

Bralns Musica Viva Australia

( LEARNING FOR
Optimum DEVIRRAMUSIC

Photos: New Point of View (Rez Bagheri)



musicinme.au

MELBOURNE

Eastern Kulin Nations
Level 4

54 Wellington St
Collingwood VIC 3066

+61 3 8420 5700

SYDNEY
Gadigal Country

45 Chippen Street
Chippendale NSW 2008

+612 9356 1400
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